FISHING REPORT 7-03-10

Once again the forecast for the weekend wasn’t all that brilliant but luckily a few people looked out the window and discovered quite calm conditions. The best conditions on Saturday and Sunday were definitely in the mornings with anglers keeping an eye out for the forecast change which arrived Saturday with a vengeance dumping several mm of rain in a very short time and those who did get a bit wet were rewarded with some very good catches.

The reports this week have resembled reports you might expect to get from further up the coast with stripeys up to 5kg and Mack Tuna up to 2kg making up the bulk of them. I even managed to get out myself when a mate offered me a ride on Friday night and although maybe an hour or so later than ideal and the water having a slight chop which made the schools hard to find the boys aboard still managed to capture ½ a dozen and lose about a dozen stripeys. The same boat had been out the day before and we travelled back to spot X and sure enough as soon as we passed over the mark the  four rods all went off and we simply continued to work the same area. We had plenty of reports over the weekend and some from as close as Gull Island but nothing much further out than 6km Pyramid Rock to Kilcunda. These fish are generally very shy and are spooked easily and a few tricks are needed to be successful but one of the biggest mistakes many anglers make is using lures much too big and we had some trouble convincing some to take the lures we suggested but there weren’t too many unhappy at the end of the day. The most effective lures were the small 5” flash feathers and the 4” white and pink octopus skirts which we were furiously rigging trying to keep up with demand. If you do have the opportunity and the weather is right the stripeys pound for pound are a very good fighting fish especially on lighter gear and can be a great experience for the kids and adults alike. Providing they are hooked in the mouth and are not bleeding when you get them to the boat they will release without too many problems but if you do want to keep them they don’t make bad baits for your gummies and snapper and if you are really keen there are plenty of recipes around for them.

Back to the usual reports and gummies still make up most of these and apart from what seems like millions of undersize ones there have been plenty of 5kg pieces of flake as well. The bigger ones are coming from the deeper water from buoy 13 to 6 but if you’re like me and don’t enjoy fishing with 20oz of lead, areas like Elizabeth Island and Loelia Shoal might be a better place to head.  As a customer pointed out during the week taking large female gummies is not against the law and he is 100% correct I also bet that when there are no more gummies around he will be one of the first to complain. Sometimes anglers are their own worst enemy. Baits have been varied but those with the freshest are doing the best.

Pinkie reports have been scarce but those who have managed to find them bagged at least 6 or more with the size between 36cm and 40cm. It has been almost impossible to work out where to go and has been just luck that you have found them. The best example of this came from Thursday night when Cowes local Eddy was fishing in Dickies Bay for some whiting and although the whiting eluded him he did manage a box full of calamari and pinkies.

Whiting reports have been similar to the pinkies the only difference being the where has been easier with the usual spots, Cleeland Bight, Dickies Bay and Reef Island most productive. The whiting in the top end of the bay have been a bit smaller but far more of them with the better size below the bridge in Cleeland Bight. Early morning has been the best with a report from one angler of 10 whiting ranging between 34cm and 42cm and all within 1 hour of finding the fish, he also managed a couple of pinkies all taken on South Australian pippies. The best reports from above the bridge were from anglers that headed out for a couple of hours after work and fished either side of Reef Island but again several moves were needed. I am still getting good reports from the other side of the bay towards Flinders and up towards middle spit both in the deeper water of whiting up to 48cm. Squid and pippie working the best for bait and the circle hooks a much better option in the deep water.

Elephant reports are now very common and they appear to be in considerable numbers with reports from Corinella to Cowes with pilchard and squid the best baits. The other reports from the boats in the bay were of small salmon, pike and again this week several good size flathead taken from near the Anderson peg.

Landbased fishing has probably been the worst of the lot with plenty of reports of undersized fish and not a whole lot to take home. The surf beaches on the island are very patchy and luck is playing a big part with anglers reporting they are standing next to someone that is landing several fish while they are not even getting a bite. Salmon around the 1kg or better are very few and far between. The beaches from Kilcunda and Wonthaggi are much the same. For those who enjoy the elephants and are confined to the land I am getting reports from Rhyll jetty, Corinella jetty and Stockyard Point. Remember the bag limit of 1 fish per angler. There was the odd calamari from the jetty at San Remo and some mullet from Newhaven and a mixed bag from Cowes but not a whole lot to get too excited about.

